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CONCERNING 


The Worſhip of G OD, 
Baptiſm and Sacrament. 


(So called) 
And coming to Charch, as hereafter followeth. 


Sthere 1Sone onely true God, who isa Spirir, fo 
there'ts one worſhip of Gody undet'the new co- 

yerant and goſpel diſpenſation: which isthe wor- Tohn 4. 
(hip of Gad alone, and is to be performed in ſpi- 23, 24. 
xritand, wy truth, according to-the mind of the 
« Lord, who is to/be worſhipped,and- as there is one body , and Eph. 4. 

one ſpirit,ſo are the trne ſpiritual believers and worſhippers 'of 3. 4. 
Goe, the Father in-ſpirit & erttg (which is the ere publick 
worſhip of God,) called in one hope-of there eafling, and they Coloſ.r. 
areto keep the unity of the' ſpirit in' the bond of ' peace, or in 20. 21. 
Chriſt Jeſus ; who isthe covenant of peace, and the hope of 22. 23. 
; glory, wherunto they are called, even into him, who is the hope 24. 25. 

of their calling, to whom God doth make known what is the 26. 27. 
riches of the glory, of the great miſtery of Godlineſs, which is 
Chriſt in they, the hopecof glory; LT 
© Andas there is one ſpirimuzll Lord, and one fpitituall Faith, 
ſo there is one ſpiritual! Bapriſme, amongſt them! that are the Eph. 4.5, 
calzd of God,the Father of them all, who is abave all, 8 through 6, 7. 
all, and in them all, who gizah grace to every orie of them, 4c- 
cordingto the meaſure of rhe nf of Chriſt Feſwes ; for #s the LCor.12. 
body is one and hath» many members, and 4ll the members of 33. 13. 
that one body being niany, wo one body, foalfo is Chriſt, for 
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by one ſpirit we are all baptized into one body, and have 
been all made todrink into one ſpiric : ſochar as the Saints & 
true ſpiritual belieyers, are baprized by one ſpirit into Chrſt 


« Jeſms, they alſo do unite” ad meer ſpirtally/in him, even to 


eateand drink ſpiritually together in a ſwegt ſpiritval commu. 
nion,and he is bread and wine our fails nowifhment; and feeds 
ing tothem who are to live in him, and feed ſpiritually up- 
on him, for he is the bread of life come down fiom Heaven & 
Immortall ſoul#to ere of, and liveifor ever $- this is the bread 
that cometh down from heaven which a man may cate of, and 
not dye cternally. Laboxr not for the meat which periſheth,but 


. for that meat which endureth unto everlaſting life, Which the 


Son ſhall give unto you, for him hach Gad, the Father ſealed, 
for the/bread of God is he which came down from heaven and 
oiverh life unto the world, «And Feſms ſaid unto them I am 
the bread of life, ht that cometh to me ſhall never hunger," and 
he that believeth +» me ſhall never thirſt, John 6, 35, who 
then would nog bur come unto Chritt,that their ſouls might ee 
and drink ſpiritually in hini,.and be ſatished with his-yertue 
and ſweetneſſe that they-might live for eyer, and not dye cter- 
nally, and as many as- are. baptized into Chriſt doe put on 


| Chriſt, and they arcallone/in him, and ſuch are Children of 


God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and arc heires according to the 
promile, Gal., 3.26,27, 28.29. 
And for as muchas to be; a Chriſtian and member of 'the 


| Church of C hriſt, accordinig-tothe conſtitutions and Cannons 


of the Church of Exgland is to be Bapcized, and to be Bap- 
tized is to enter into a Coyenant. with God, by- promiſe and 
yow made unto God before many witnefles to be perfect and 
ſree from fin, Firſt,”In forſaking the Devil and all his works. 
Secondly, In keeping Gods Holy will and ' Commandements, 
and walking in the ſame for term of life, and alſo to be rege. 
nerateand born again,. Seeing then that it isſ{o,ought not che 
Prieſts. to perform to the Prople what they have promiſed 'to 


- them, and ought not they-ro perform unto God what they pro- 


miſe and yow unto hin, and if the Prieſts cannot regenerate 
any, they cannot baptize any ; and, untill they can regenerace 


them, ought they not to excuſe the People, for not bringing 
A + their 
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their Children unto them, and if they be nor regenerated, they 
are not baptized according to the Conſtitutions and Cannons 
as aforeſaid, and if they do not forſake the Divell and all his 
works, , and keep Gods holy will and Commandements, and 
walk inthe ſame all the dayes &f tir Tives, arid+be tiat regene- 
rated, how then are they Church members ? if they be not ſuch 
how are they the Children of God ? and inheritours of- the 
Kingdome of Heaven, conſider well of ic, 


come the Sacrament as now 
it 15 by many /o called, 


” And concerning the Paſſover, ther: was and is a. Spiticuall 
Feaſt co be kept amongſt the Saints and true Chriſtians, for 


Chiift is their Paſſover, who is ſacrifized for them : Pwrge out 1 (or. 5. 
therefore the old Leaven that ye may be a new Iymp,as je are 7+ 3. 


unleavened,for even (hriſt our Paſſover ts ſacrificed for ns ; 
therefort let u4 keep the Feaſt not with old Leaven, nei- 
ther with the Leaven of mallice and wickedneſie, but with the 
Hnleavencd bread of Sincerity and Truth, x Cor, 5, So that 
as Chtift is the Saints Paſſcover,and is Sacrifrced for them,they 
are to keep a ſpiritual feaſt, that is to ſay the Feaſt of Un-leaven-= 
ed bread, & the bread they are to keep this feaſt with is the Un- 
leavened bread of ſincerity and truth, and Chriſt who is the 
Saints Paſſeoyer,is the Unleavened bread of fincerity and truth, 
or the bread of life come down from Heayen for them to keep 
the Feaſt with, and as he is the bread which the Saints are to 
break, or adminiſter and feed ſpiritually upon,ſo he is the wine 
or water of life to refreſh ſouls ſpiritually withall, for he is the 
ſpirituall Vine, and aswine is the yertue of the Vine, ſo the 
vertue of Chriſt who is the true ſpiritual Vine -18 as ſpiritual 
wine to the ſouls of the Saints, for their refreſhment and greac 
conſolation. ; and if to receive Chrift Feſus be to receive the 
frenification and ſubſtance of the word Sacrament, and ſo in 
eel to receive the Sacrament, then we haye receive and do 
receive Chriſt Jeſus, therefore we. haye and do in effeR* 
4 A 3 re- 
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receive the Sacrament, becauſe we receivethe ſignification thyrc« 
of as aforeſaid, 


Concerning coming to the Church, 


And concerning the Church, it conſiſts of Regenerate ones, 
who !ive up to a righteouſnefle of Faith towards' God, and 
riohteouſneſſe of life both rewards God and man, Firſt, In 
forſaking the Diyel and all his works, and, Secondly, In kecp- 
ing Gods holy will and conmandements, and walking in the 
ſameall the daies of their lives, being ſuch as are governed and 
are ſantified by the ſpiri of God, and are of the houſhold and 
family of God, and this is according to the conſtitutions and 
Cannons of the Church of Exglend, then to meet together in 
point of Religion and worthip of God with them, that live 
to 2 righteouſncſle of Faith towards God, and a iohrcouſacle 
of life both towards God and man, who. are regenera- 
ted or born again,and are of thehoughold and* family of God, 
whoare alſo ſanRified and governed by the ſpiri of God, is to- 
come to the. Charch,. though . they cannot mret in point 
of Religion and worſhip with them that are not ſuch as afore» 
ſaid, and with ſuch as aboyeſaid we meet with all in poinc - of 
Religion and Worſhip. of God, therefore we come to. the 
Church and worſhip of God as aforeſaid, 

And acording tothe Scriptures, the Church is in. God the 
Father of our Lord Feſws Chrift, but Stceple-houfes, or Pariſh. 
meeting placesare not in God, how then! are they . Churches, 
and: why axe people preſented and puniſhed,for not coming to 
Steeple-houſes or Pariſh-meeting-places, ſreing they are not 
Churches according ta the Scriptures, for Paul and S:ivanins 
and T :mothywr, write to the, Churcly of the Theffalonians, 
which ts in God the Father of owr Lord Jeſus Chriſt; but in 
writing to the-Church. in God; they did, not; write to Steeple- 
houſes or Paziſh-meectinig-places, therefore people may. be in 
the, Church, and. come jo the-Church acq2rding. to. the Serip+ 
turcs;though'they. come not to the Pariſh-meeting-places,1 T heſ+ 
ſalomans, 1, and 2, Theſſa, 1, Again Chriſt is declared in 
Scrip- 
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Scripture to be the head of his the Thurch, ſo that the 

Chieh is the body of Chriſt ors 5 to the Scripture, bur Eph.1, 
Steeple-houſes or Pariſh-meeting-places are not the body of 2; * 3 
Chriſt, how then can they be ſaid ro be Churches, whereby ir Eph. 2, 
is evident thar people may be members of the Church of Chriſt, ! 9- 29: 
and come tothe Church according ts the Scriprure, though * ** *** 
they come not to the Pariſh-meetingeplaces, 5, Ephe, 23.34. 
25. 26,27, 32, 

And as concerning the Temple of God, the Saints body un- 
der the new covenant and Goſpell diſpenſation are ſaid to be _ 
the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt for God to'dwell in through the ih 'N ; 
ſpirit, and the Saints are ſaid to be as a ſpiritual _— 
building ficly fiamed in Chriſt Jeſus, and do grow toge- 
ther in himtoan holy Temple in the Lord, in whom they are 
alſo builded together for an habitation of Godthrough the ſpi- 
rit, and this isaccording to the Scriptures, 2, Ephe. 19, 20, 
21,22, ſo that to meet with the Saints of God is to come. to 
the Temple of God according to Scripture, 

And concerning the houſe of God according to the Scrip- 
ture, and under the new Coyenant and Goſpel diſpenſation, 
the Holy Brethren who are partakers of the heavenly calling, 
who hold faſt the confidence and the rejoycing of the hope 
firm unto the end, are declared tobe the houſe of God, and 
Moſes verily was faithfull under tbe Lawin all his houſe as a 
ſcryant, far a Teſtunony of thoſe things which was to be ſpok- 
en after, bur Chriſt as a Son over his own houſe: (-under the 
Goſpel ) whoſe houſeare we if we hold faſt the confidence and 
the rejoycing Of the hope firm-to the end, according / to that 
of the Apoſtle tothe Hebrews, Heb. 3, And as concerning the 
meetings of the people of God called Quakers, in  mecting -tc- 
vether with them chat are born of G2d,and are governed and 
ſan@ified by the ſpirit of God, in point of Religion anil 
Worthip of God, according to Gods appointment, or agre- 
able ro Gods holy Willand Commandements, ought they,nor 
to be owned,allowed of,coommenanced and tolerated by the B- 
noe and Proteſtant Prieſts, Rulers, and People, becauſe rhey 

aye coyenamed with God, and cauſed others to. coyenant 
with him by protniſe and yow' made uato God before many 
| " Wit- 
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witneſſes, to keep Gods holy will;and. Commandements and 
walk in the ſame alt the daies of their lives, And therefore far 
us and others to live up to a righteouſneſle of life towards God 
and.man, and in meeting together according to Gods appoint - 
ment, and walking anſwerable to Gods holy will. and Com- 
mandements ; and, continuing therein,is according to the fun- 
dementalls of the Ep:ſcop1l and ProteFtant Religion : And for 
ſo doing we ought not to be fined, preſented, or pupiſhed ci- 
ther by Ecleſ;4ſticall. (enſure, or Temporal puniſhment, bur 
rather to be freed and clearly acquitted therefrom, co all tn- 
tents, conſtructions and purpoſes whatſaeyergif they regard their 
proiniſe and yow made unto God as aforeſaid, | 


eA Propheſfie of Chrift, which was Prophecied above 
ſixteen hnndred y:ars ſince, hath been and ts now 


in fulfilling, &c, 


GY is a ſpirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip 
him in fpiritand in truth, for the Father feeketh ſuch to 
worſhip him, Fohz 4. 23, 24. And becauſe God isa ſpirit, he 
will  haye his people to be (piricually minded : that they may 
mind the things of the ſpirit, Row. 8. 5,6. Secing that God ;s 
a ſpirir, and requireth his people to worſhip him in ſpirit : why 
ſbould they be compelled from the worſhip of God in ſpirit, or 
puniſhed, and perſecuted, if they do not forſake the way and 
worſhip of God, to follow the Ceremonies and Inventions of 
Men ? what cauſe is there for it ? but that the Scriptures may be 
fulfilled, is chis come to paſſe, For Chriſt Jeſus hath ſaid to the 
Diſciples, and true Belieyers in him, they ſhall pur you out of 
the Synagogues, yea the time cometh, that whoſoever Killeth 
you will think that he doth God good ſeryice.'And theſe things 
Will they do nnto you, becauſe chey have not known the Father, 
nor me, Fohn 16.2,3. 

It is eyident,8 that by the Scriptures,or prophecy of Chriſt. 
Firft chat che Diſciples of Chrifh, and true belieyers in him, 
ſhall be excommunicated, or'put our of the ſynagogues, Second- 
 1y, chat the believersin Chriſt, and worſhippers of God the 
IN | | Fa» 
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rin ſpiricand eruch, ſhall be: in t --6f their 
lives, for ſaith Chriſtin his prophei, Job 16,2, They hall 
excommuriicate you, or pur you out of the ſynagogues, and rhar 
partof che-prophecie of Chriſt is fulfifled;and'riow ini fulfil. 
ling : Yea the'time comech that whoſoevet kitfeth you, *witt 
think he doth God ſervice, and is'nor that part-of Chriftspro- 
phecie alſo near at hand to' be fulfilled, Two things are very! 
obſervable from hence. Firſt, That che Saints'and Belicyers in 
Chriſt ſhall be excommunicared,or put our of the finsgogtiesby 
Enemies or Strangers ro Chrift, Secondly, That after” excom- 
munication, or being put outof the ſinagogiies by ſitch, they 
ſhall be in great danger of their Lives, | 
If ir be asked,: who chey are chat ſhall deal thus hardly and 
cruelly wich the Saints and Believers ih Chriſt : a& Fifft, to ex- 
communicate them, or calt che out of the ſynagogues, and'af- 
rex endanger theig lives? It is anſwered” inrhe-rs' Chapcer of 
John 2and : o#ffir, by our Lord Feſits Chriſt, who hath aid, 
theſe things will they, do/ unto! you; ant why # The'reaſoti 
ojven bythe Lord Jetus'is this,: beeaufe (ſaith he they Have 
not known the Fathernor me. | | 
Ic is evident therefore, ahd that by the Scripmres', or | x7 
phecie of Chriſt, that ignorant men, who' know neicher od, 
nor Chriſt, but.are ftrangers urito' them, will deal'fo hardly, 
and cruelly with the Sams and true belicyers'ia Chriſt, as'ta 
comics them, orput. them out bf the ſynagogites; and 
afcer endanger their hives; by*pofſelling rhe ignorant and un- 
godly with a falſe confidtnee - that to k1illThe Saints under the 
natian. of Hereticks; 1s:go0d ſervice and dont for the glory of 
Gad. Bur theſe things the Saints have beef\'inexpectation of 
and they, come not untoldiof” by Chriſt, norbatooked: for by 
them, for\ theſe things have I tolt! you ſaid Chriſt 9 chat when 
7 time ſhall come,yee m#y' remember that Itold you of chem, 
ohu 16.4. | | 
And in the dayes: of che Propher- [farah, the Lord had 
brokenchearted Pepple, whotrembled-at rhgword of che Lard; 
fot which cauſe they _ ; andcxcottiamunicaced;or caſt 
our 


( 1@ ) | 
out of Church fellowſhip: : and they that hated chem, and 
caſt thera our, pretended che glory of God in that act of excom- 
munication, or caſting them our as aforeſaid ; bur the. Lord ſenc 
his Prophet with a Meſſage that included two things, Firſt, 
Gods owning of that broken hearted people, who trembled ar 
his word, when they were cxcommunicated, or caſt out by their 
pretended Brethren, who covered cheir act of excommunicati. 
tion, or. caſting them out-with the pretence of bringing glory 
to God, And ſecondly Gods diſlike unto, and diſpleaſure a- 
eainſt] them : that ſo excommunicated or caſt them our from 
amongſtthem ſaying , hear the word of the Lord, all yethat 
tremblear his word, your Brethren thac hated you, and caſt 
you out for my names ſake : ſaid, Let the Lord be glorified, but 
he ſhall appear to your joy, and they ſhall be aſhamed,Iſa.66.5. 
Firſt, It is to beobſeryed, that God promiſed 'to appear 'to 
them that were Excommunicated, or caſt out, and not only ap- 
pear, but he alſo promiſed to appear co their joy. And if to 
their joys that were ſo Excommunicated, or caſt out, then for 
their encouragement, and for the owning of them. And Sc. 
condly, Ir is to be obſeryed that God promiſed to appear to 
them that did Excommunicate, or caft them our, but -ir ſhould 
be to their ſhame; and if to their (ſhame, then not to the own- 
ing of them in their A& of Excommunication, or as aforeſaid, 
They that are Excommunicated, or caſt out becauſe of their 
loye, and faithfulneſle ro the Lord, need 'nor to be aſhamed, 
though they chat hate them, and caſt chem our, account them 
hereticks, and pretend they do ir for the Glory of God, Their 
Excommunicating, or calting of them out cannot hinder God 
for ownipg of them, nor for appearing to themfor their joy. 
For he. hath promiſed to appear to them for their joy, 
that are ſo hated and caſt out, and to the fhame of 
them that ſo hates them,and caſts them. out as aforeſaid. 
Who are they that Chriſt ſaid, the Ignorant, who know 
not God, ſhould Excommuanicate, or put our of the Syna- 
copues and after endanger their lives? John 16, 2, 3, 
anſwer, Firſt, They.are ſuch as are beloyed of Chriſt, and 
COM 
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commanded to continue in his love, Fohx'r 5, 9, Second- 
ly, they are ſuch as are in Chriſt Jeſus, as branches in a 
Vine, who are purged that they may bring forth fiuic unto 
God, Jehn15.1,2, 3,45. Thirdly, they -are ſuch as 
are the friends of Chriſt, who manifeſt their loye to him, by 
abiding in him, and keeping his Commandements, Fohr: 
15. 4,14. 

For what cauſe do they Hate, Perſecute,Excommunicate and 
endanger the lives of the Friends of Chriſt, who abide in him, 
and keep his Commandements. I anſwer, Firft, becauſe - they 
are choſen of Chriſt,” Secondly, Becauſe they ate ordained, 
that they ſhould goe and bring forth fruit nate God, John 

I5. 16, Thirdly, Becauſe they abide in the Do&trine of 
Chriſt, and loye one another, as he hath commanded, Joh 
IS. 17. Fourthly, Becauſe they are not of the World, 
bur are choſen our of the World, as Chriſt hath declared and 
ſaid, John 15, 19. 

Are theſe the cauſes, why the people of God reproachfully 
called Quakers, together with the Saints and Belieyers in 
Chriſt, are hated, perſecured, and Excommunicated > I an- 
ſwer, Yea, theſe are the very cauſes, becauſe they abide in 
Chriſt and keep his commands, | 

For if they thould depart from Chriſt, and 7 into the ſpi- 
rit of che World, and ceaſe being Godly ar.d Righteous, and 
learn to be deboyſt and wicked, and comply with the ſpirit of 
the World in its wayes and Worſhips,then perſecution againſt 
them would be at an end, and ceaſe, 

And ifthey ſhould daily erre, and go aſtray from the waies 
of God, and follow the devices and defires of their own 


hearts, and ccafe bringing forth fruic -unto God , diſobey 
the Commands of Chriſt, and daily offend againſt - Gods 
Holy Laws, and be miſerable ſinners, then perſecution 
would ceaſe, 
Who are they that are the haters and perſecutors of the 
Friends of Chriſts Saints and Believers in him 2I anſwer, 
Firſt, They are the World, 
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; Secondly; iMheyrare ſuch avjaze haters of. Chriſt,for ſaich he, 
-If the orki 198 45 KendaRgs u hated me before it hated 
you, John :x:5.:18. .. oe 
;  - Thirdly, They are. ſuch as are -cf the ſame: nature and 
ſpirit which hey. were!of, that Jelraned Chriſt, who. hath 
faid by way of remembrance, T the Servant is wot - greater 
then the Lord, if they have perſecuted me they will «{ſo,perſe- 
ente you; John. 15; 20. $ © 5 >:2006404 
Fourthly, They. are fuch:as know not God, as, Chrif, hath 
ſaid, all theſe things will rhey!de for-my - names -ſaleg-becauſe 
_ they know wet lime thatſert me, Joby 1 gp zT. 
: \- And'they hated Cryſt! without a caule, JFobn 15; 25;So do 
» they htxediis friends withouta cauſe, for 3f they could , depart 
from him, and diſobey his commands, and enter into the {pi- 
rit. of che Wojld again, and be one with the world in profane- 
,nefſe and will-worſhip,tben perſecution would ceaſe, as Chriſt 
hath ſaid ; If yewere of the World, the World, wauld 'love 
hit own, - butbetauſe I have choſen you ont of ( the profanc- 
ade willaworth ipand/pirit of Jebeorld,t herefore the world 
bhateth you, Jobrr x.5..209, | | org 
-.; And:inaſmuchasthe friends of Chriſt are hatred. without a 
cauſe, there is no juſt caule, why-'the :Saints and Believes: in 
.Chrift:ſhould: be! hated andperſequed -5 Bur as then he thac 
was bornafeerthe-fle{b, perſecuted him that was born after the 
"ſpititg even ſoit isnow, Gai, 4, 29, 
" 1iBur as4bemhe4har/is born after che-flc(h,tiad no righe nor 
authority from God givento perſecure him that was..born, af. 
der-che {pinit,no-more bath be now, Forthey that are jnv the 
[fleſh cannot pleaſe God,:Rem. 8.8, But perſecurors are in 
thefle{h, therefore perſccutors cannot pelaſe God, neither have 
hey that arein theflc{h any righc given from God to perſe- 


. 


ce thenethatarein che. fpirit, .in whom the rightcouſneſle 


| of the Law is fulfilled, 'even in them who walk not 
-after» the fleſh, but: after -che. ſpiric, as- it is- written, 'Roww, 
8,2 SA 
7,. The true ſpiritual Chriſtians,; who are regenerate, pu 
| - bem 
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" born after the ſpirit: they are the true belieyers in Chriſt ; and 
worſhippers of God the Father, in ſpirit, who are ſought and 
taught of the Loxd according tothis word. 

Therefore, there is no reaſun why they ſhould be hated, and 
perſecuted :/;neither hath the ſpiric of the world any right or 
authority givenuntoit from God, to hate and: perſecute them, 
that are regenerate andborn of God, For they thar are rege- 
nerateand born of God, are the houſhold and famyly of God, 
and hiye.acceſs unto him, by the ſpicic through his/ſon, as it is 
. written, Epheſ, 2.18.19. ;52 2 "492 | 
- /2,] There is no condemnation tothe that are in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, \becauſe they have crucified thefleſh, with the affeRions 
and4uſts, and:dotiveinthe ſpiric, and walk in the ſpirit, and 
bring fox; the fruirs of the ſpirit,agamſt which-there is no law, 
Gal, 22,23424525. He T7 

For the4aw of che fpiric of life in' Chtriſt' Feſus hath made 
theny'free fromthe Law of Sin- and Deith' » and the /righte- 
oliſneſſe of che law 1s fulfilled inthem, Row, 8.1, 2, &e. 

 Andif'there be no condemnation to-therir char are in Chrit 
 Feſus,: who have forſaken thefleſh; and are encred into the 
- Spirit and life df cruthg eo \walk\afrer.theſpicir; and worſhip” 

the. Father therein, being deadunto fin, and alive unto God, 
chraugh Chrit/ Jeſus our Lord; *Row.6.7,8,9,10,11. Whacr 
right reaſon-can any onegive .for the hating, Teviling, perſe- 
cu:ing of baniſhing of them : #/þo ſhall lay any” thing. to the 
. charge--ofi Gods: Elett; (ering, vt 15 God that jwſtifieth.them, 
" Who.is hpthat condemneth'> {ecing, it 35 Chriſt that dyed,who 
1s riſen again, mho.is even at the right hand of God, an Inter- 
cefſour, who: alſo waketh interceſſion for ws,Rom,$.32,33.34, 

3.: They areche true ſpificyal | Chriftians, and Worſhip. 
pers of God he Father "of our Lord 'Jeſus'Chriſt, who being 
born again of waterand the ſpirir are ingrafted, or* begotten 
tato Chriſt, theſeed and' power of God, and are therefore de» 
clated new Creatures and Children of God, - © * 
| Why then ſhould ſuch be hated, perſecuted, excommupica- 

,-xcd, or batiſhed Þ'What right reaſon-can be ſhewed for the 


ſame 2? 
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ſame ? for we know that whoſoeyer is born of God finneth 
not, but he that is begotten of God Keeperh himſelf, and that 
wicked one toucheth him not : and we know that we are of 
God, and the whole world lyeth in wickedneſs: and we know 
that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an underſtand 
ing that we may know him that is true, and weare in him that 
js tcue : even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, this is the true God, and 
life eternal, x John 5, 18,19,20. 

Lye not one to another, ſecing you haye put of the old man 


with his deeds : and have pur on the new man, which is re- .| 


newed in knowledge after the Image of him that created him 
where there is neicher Greek, nor Jew, Barbarian, Scythian, 
bond or free, but Chriſt is All, and in All, Coleſ. 3. 9,10,r1, 
As ye therefore haye received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk 
yee in him, rooted and built up in him, and eſtabliſhed in the 
Faith : as yee have been taught, abounding therein with thankſe 

iving Colof, 2, 6,7, Therefore if any man bein Chrift 
eſus: he is a new creature 2 Cor. 5.17, 18, Behold, what 
manner of love is this , that the Father hath beftowed ow as, 


that we ſhould be called the Sons of God : therefore the. world | 


knoweth us not, becauſe it knew him not, 1 John 3.1, Be yee 
therefore followers of God, as dear children, and walk in love, 
as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and hath given himſelf for us, an 
offering and ſacrifice to God ; for a ſweet ſmelling ſayour, 
Epheſ. 5. 1,2, And becauſe'yee are ſons, God hath ſent forth 
the ſpiric of his Son into your hearts crying, Abba Father, 
wherfore thou art no morea ſeryant, but a ſon, and if a ſon, 
then an heire of God through Chriſt, Gal. 4. 6,7, 

4. They are the true ſpiritual-Chriſtians,believers in Chriſt, 
and the true worſhippers of God the Father in ſpirit, and in 


truth, who being regenerate,] are ſanCtified through the word |, 


and are in Chriſt Jeſus as branches in the Vine, And ſuch 
ought not to be hated and perſecuted by them that profeſs 
themſelyes Chriftians : for the kindneſs and loye of God our 
Saviour towards man, appeared not by works of righteouſneſs 
which we have done ; but according to his mercy he ſayed us, 


by 


(15) 

the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the holy 
Ghoſt, which he ſhed on us abundantly through Jeſus Chrilt 
our Saviour : that being juſtified by his grace, we ſhould be 
made heirs according to the hope of cternal life Tit, 3. 445, 6. 

ohn 15. 

J 5. They that are in Chrift Jeſus, as branches in the Vine, 
bearing fruic, they are purged chat they may bring forth more 
fruit, Jobn IS. 1,2, 

And they that areſo in Union with Chriſt, es branches in 
him, and purged, or made clean through the word, that they 


4. nay abide in him, and he in them, they bring forth much fruic 


unto God by vyertue of that union, foras the branch cannot 
bear fruit of ir ſelf, except ir abide in the yine,no more can true 
Chriſtians and worſhippers of God the Father in ſpirit, excepc 
they abide in Chriſt Jeſus,and grow up in him, Fob® 1 5.3445. 
And they that are ſuch, and do ſo, ought not to be perſecuted, 
or baniſhed by them that profeſs loye to the Lord Jeſus : no 
juſt cauſe by them can be lhewed for it : and the Heathen, who 
ow not God, they have no right to do it, 
' * And by the Law of the Land no man.can be baniſhed our 
of his native Country, bur either by Authority of Parliament, 
or in caſe of. Abjuration for Felony by the common-Law,ſaith 


Cook upon Magna (hartafol;j47,, Butit is not Felony to/ 47: 


worlhip the Lord :; ner it js-not enated and declared by 
Authority of Parliament, that People ſhall be baniſhcd for the 
ſervice and worſhip ofGod : therefore Chriſtians ought nor 
to be baniſhed for their oye and faithfulneſs tinro Chriſt Jeſus 
as aforeſaid, 


eAn | Epiſtle to Friends. 


Ear Friends and Bretheren, and Siſters, begotten and 

/ - brought forth by the Immortal word, whoare of the fa- 
mily of the heayenly loye » which is the houſhold of Faith, and 
| fo 


. 4 _ 

| 2 ERR <4, _ 
To of the eternal” God, ahd all who are in any. meaſure, ac-, * 
-quinred with'him , dwell in the power by which you.are. | 
brought forth, as A people for his praiſe, 1n theſe perilous times, , 
whict is trying ave, in which we are born and brought forth;-' 
for the Lord to be, honored and glorifigd by us, that you may: 


keepin pure innocency and vuprightneſs of heart, to appear a- | 


mongſt men :*for theLord'to bear your teſtimony 'in loye and 
faichfulneſs for God, eyen.in the life and power by which you 
are brought forth, and bothie up into' the Spirit of the Lamb, to | 
bear witnefſe for him unto his own, and againft that which. .is ' 
not lis generation/and Bitth or off-ſpring * and that You may 
"appear for God, you are to .appear in the ſpiritual lifean 
power of God, to'g6 out unto and meer with'that 'which, is of 
Got: and is defiring afcer him, to be with him , a do Jive 
uponhth, live youtherefore” in the life and power by which 
you are the, Lords; that you friay reach forth from bim unto his 
own br. ahio. wr by and wich the fame power wid minifters 
and gives inof the heayenly treaſure and veritie unto, you 
. ſouls; i obegua refeeſhing ind corifolation ),you may reach 
forth of that. creaftice and vertue after a ſpiricual, manner., 
untq the bevettings and gatherings of Gbd in others, mt 

Fort you Know thar ſparir and fe ns e out-goings from 
Gbd, as from « Fountain ſex48 forth Rieamns of retreſhings,by 
reaching forth, conveying, and carrying along with them. in 
« ſpirit iſpbtion divinie poiiee, life, .yergue, and hea- 
yenly fweetnefſe, to the taſte 3nd feeling of the ſences of the 
Immortal babe, fot their refreſhment and great conſolation, 
to the rejoycing, raiſing, reyiving , and gladdirig their ſpi« 
xits, 

So with the ſame yertue and nl pores Of which you 
are refreſhed} yoil dviy de rtf d ky Mi®ſame power 
and ſpiritual conſolation, by which you are, and often haye 
been inwardly. raiſed ; revived, . ſtrengihned, and comforted 
in heart and ſoul ; you nay be, as Rrengrh/ ro. he weak , and 
for the GE wo af Joe which lies low, agad-for the, reviving 


and comforting of is, that ſo you may go out in the ſpringings 
wa up 
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up & outgoings of life, afrer a ſpiricual way & manner:acrend - 
cd with heavenly marter , for the refreſhing and comforting 
of that which the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from Heaven into 
your hearts, gocs out unto for the Refreſhing and Rreogrh- 
ins of," 
So dear babes and Lambs dwell in the-green-paſture of life: 
that you may fit down together in a heavenly .communion 
wich God, in the Covenanc of Grace, and in all :ygur -meer- 
ings together, 3s the worſhippers of God, the-Facher of ſpirits: 
ou will meet with God.in a {weer heavenly communion at the 
Table of the Lord, where his heavenly Body is diſcerned-: 
web. is full of light,life,glory power,and yercue : that you way 
ſee him ſhowing unto your ſpirirs the glorious light of his 
heavenly conntenance, for the rejoycing and gladding your 
hearts, and ſouls, and ſpirits, which'is and will be.more unce 
you then all ourward riches, _ 
'* And minde your continuation and abiding with God, even 
in the principles of ,God : which are heavenly principles, full 
of heavenly light of life, power, wiſdome, counſel, diſcern 
ing, underſtanding and utterange for che reaching forch from 
him of this own light, life, power,, wiſdome, .counſel,: yertue, 
and hiddertreafure in his own. principles, ro his own beger- 
ings for the planting and watering of them : in order te the 
viveings forth of God, unco them an encreafe, in the increav« 
1ngs of God; that /grace and peace may be miniſtred unto you, 
and from the out-goings of the Spitic and life in you , te 
Gods begettings, may þe abindantly multiplyed through the 
knowledge of our Lord apd Sayiour Jeſus Chriſt, 

Dear Frinds, know that ic is given unto you to know the 
things conſerning the wmiſtery and Kingdome of God, but ts 
others in Parablcs, | 

And ſo it is given to you, andall crue ſpiritual believers og 
Chiiſt, inthe ſpirit, nor onely to belieye, bur alſo ro ſuffer for 
his ſake, | 

And as belieying isa gift given from God in the Spirit, ſoalſe 
isTuffcring for his name (ake a gift, its given unto you ro ſuffer, 


There- 


(18) 
Therefore mind the end and' intent of Cod in the gift, ſo 
will younot be weary of fufferings, neither will any forſake 
the truch of God that are truly begotten into it. who arc 
born of it, arid do/continne and abide therein with God in 
the ſpur ir, | 


If any depart from God for fear of ſufferings, and. fall into 


love with the ſpirit & way of the world,to obtain the fayour of. 


the world, andto ayoid perſecution 3 it is cither ſuch, as have 
not. received the gift front God, to fit and furniſh. chens for. a. 
ſuffering condition fot' Chriſt md'the Goſpel, or elſe ic is ſuch 
as denies both the gift atid the giver, | 
Yernotwithſtandirig truth is truth fill, and will Rand in 
the midſt of all Rorms, do you therefore continue and abide in 
the truth, in the Life; Love,.and Power tþercof.; So will yai 
contirmeand abide-with the Lord,and'be ficted and furniſhed 


with gifts and graces, and Goſpel abillizies, that you may ſtand. | 


and norfiert afide when you ate tryed... 

Oh feel the power and yertue of the Lord enter into and re- 
main. with. rt ry to work dowri, burn up, and purge out. 
the ſelf-will, and the old reaſ6ning flcſhly part,char,che enc- 
my of your ſouls may be withſtood and kept back,,: or cruſþr 
down in alt his infinuations, twiſtings, twineings, and fubcle 
devices, or cunning mifteriaus *appearances and rifings,: that 
your ſouls mzy be kept jn the life and power. of: the p 
God, which treads:down Satans devices, and knows how to 
withſtand himin all his ont-goings, 


And asthe riftngs of divine life, and ſpringings upof the . 


heavenly power, is felc working in you to put down Satans ri- 
ſmgs, and to croſs the out-goings of the enemy within you,and 
cauſe him to diſappear there, 

Then Angels will minifter unto you, or the Holy Ghoſt ſent 
down from heaven asa miniſtering ſpiric ſent from God into 
your harts, will open,refrefh, and fill you with the joy and 

ace of the Kingdome of heayen, 

- Thereforemind the gnwearied life of the ſpirit of Chriſt! in 
you,which is not wearied out with temptations and cryals, but 
knovs howto ſaccour your ſculs 1n the hour of temptation, and 

to 


pirit .of- 


(19) 
to bring forth an inward deliverance for you, that you may be 
freed from the power of the enemie, and be at liberty and frce- 
dome in \pitic, to ſerye and worſhip the Lord according to his 
own mind in the way of our God, 

So will you not be weary of ſufferings, but overcome. that 
which would be weary of a ſuffering condition, and know. the 
Lord to fill you with joy and gladneffe of heart in a priſon, and 
to be with'you in a ſuffering condition, whoſe life is known 
to be an unwearied life, and to ſtand inthe end of all ſuffer» 
ings, and fill with divine joy and gladneffe of heart: all dear 
friendslive in Love wich God and one with-another, and keep 
your meetings in the name-and power of God in which you 
are gathered, that in your meetings you may meet with God 
in ſpirit for your refreſhment, 

And take heed of giving way to the ſcducing ſpiric ,- that 
would cicher be perſwading to go back agaimn'iato that way: of 
Worſhip which God hath called you from, or to be out of love 
and in diſlike to that way and Worſhip which God hath made. 
known himſelf unto ycu in, for neither of theſe perſwaſions 
cometh of him that, hath called you out of the way and Wor- 
ſhip of the ſpiric ofthe world, ang into the way and Worſhip' 
of the ſpirit of God, | 

Therefore as you haye begun in the Spirit of God , go not 
from ir to enter again into the Spirit of the world-for any by 
end : If you love God aboye all, you will loye to walk with 
hin, and to worſhip lm as God according to his own mind, . 
in ſpirit and in truth, which is the publick worſhip of God. 

And therefore hold faſt the profeſion of your faith , with- 
out wayering ; wayer not in your minds,leaft you wander from 
God-in your hearts, and be terrified or afrighted at ſufferings , 
For many are the troubles of the righteous, but the Lord deli- 
vers out of them all, 

Have you had more troubles then deliverances, or have you' 
not had as many deliverances as you haye had troubles: why 
then (ſhould anybe diſmayed, who have been and Gill are ac.» 
quain»- 
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'q ainced with the way and *means both of the coming and 
working of the Spirit; 'and-power of our God, . 274 

For- blefſed and happir., 'are they that haye-the/Lord fort © _ 
their God; and you have the Lord in communidif ſpirtt , | 
| wd in coyenant with you , whoare called andMhofen ob 
x God. ', 47.78 ” oY 22 

Therefore you are bleſſed of God, be-ſtrong -ij, the Lord, 
and jm the power of his-might : Ler the:Lord be-ygur firenggh, 
that yau imay be kept by his power to-his praiſe, -and that you 
may alwayes be found in that of himſelf wherein you-aud your 
ſervices have been 2nd ftill are: accepted - of. himy\: is the: defire | 
of him who. defires your ſpiritual welfare, and everlaſting haps” 
pineſs, whoſe loye'is reached forth unto you. in-.a.pitfe'zement. 

rance, in-that ſpirit wherein we have had many. reffeſhir 

from God,and4ignal creftimonics,of his loye, and Antient kc» 
.quaintance 'with-God;- and: one with another: inthe Coyes 


Lant of light, and life, and peace,. Farewell, Fi : 


> ws: 
7 


